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CASE REPORT

ROWELL SYNDROME WITH

BASAL GANGLIA CALCIFICATION IN
A CHILD WITH NEUROPSYCHIATRIC
SYSTEMIC LUPUS ERYTHEMATOSUS

*Ananda Kesavan TM
**Deepa Anirudhan
**Deepthi R

Abstract: In patients diagnosed with systemic lupus
erythematosus, any acute neurological symptom, even
subtle, thorough evaluation for
neuropsychiatric systemic lupus erythematosus.

warrants

Immunosuppressive therapy can be life-saving in cases
of lupus with severe systemic symptoms. Features such
as early age of onset/presentation, history of
consanguinity in parents, negative anti-ds DNA antibody
status and predominant neurological manifestations
should prompt suspicion of complement deficiency-
associated systemic lupus erythematosus.

Here, we report a complex case of an eight-year-old girl
presenting with cutaneous manifestations consistent with
Rowell syndrome, progressive neuropsychiatric
involvement refractory to initial therapy, and imaging
findings of basal ganglia calcifications, highlighting the
diagnostic and therapeutic challenges encountered.
This case underscores the importance of early aggressive
immunosuppression and consideration of complement
deficiency in pediatric lupus with prominent neurological
symptoms.
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